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God's promises to Abraham were bountiful — I will
make you a great nation; | will bless you, make your
name great; you shall be a blessing; | will bless
those who bless you and curse those who curse you;
and in you dl the families of the earth will be
blessed. Since Abraham did nothing to warrant all
these promises, we can easily conclude that God’s
grace was the motivation. However, is it proper to
conclude that God was offering him something for
nothing?

When God led Israel out of Egypt, the house of
bondage, into the promised land, again He made
abundant promises to them — He will set you high
above all nations which He has made, for praise,
fame, and honor; and you shall be a consecrated
people to the LORD your God. Since these promises
were spoken by Moses right before they entered the
promised land, we understand they had just spent 40
years in the wilderness because of their idolatry and
disobedience. We may correctly conclude that these
promises as well as many others were due to the
grace of God. Should we consider these promised
blessings to be something for nothing?

The Church Epistles straightforwardly state that the
blessing offered to the Church through the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ is offered by grace.  This
unmistakable truth is succinctly and clearly
communicated in Ephesians 2.8 and 9 “For by

grace you have been saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result
of works, so that no one may boast.” Is salvation a
gift of God and therefore something for nothing?

According to Romans 5, the blessings offered to
Abraham were received by faith. His righteousness
was not by his works and therefore was not wages
earned. His faith consisted of believing God' s words
and acting according. God gave him specific
instruction which he was required to obey. God said,

"Go forth from your country, and from your
relatives and from your father’'s house, to the land
which | will show you.” Abraham responded by
faith and “went forth as the LORD had spoken to
him.” The abundance of blessing offered to Israel
while they were in the wilderness had the stated
conditions of fidelity and obedience. “This day the
LORD your God commands you to do these statutes
and ordinances. You shal therefore be careful to do
them with all your heart and with all your soul. You
have today declared the LORD to be your God, and
that you would walk in His ways and keep His
statutes, His commandments and His ordinances,
and listen to His voice. The LORD has today
declared you to be His people.” God's promises to
them were indeed because of His grace, but they
were required to have the obedience of faith.
Something for nothing is not what grace is abouit!

The salvation that is offered to the Church today is
not something for nothing. First of al, it cost Jesus
Chrigt dearly. Secondly, in order to receive this great
grace gift, we must completely die to ourselves and
make Jesus Christ our Lord. Giving your very lifeis
not in the category of something for nothing. An evil
society promotes the lie of something for nothing.
As much as God is merciful and gracious, He is also
just and equitable. He aways deals justly, which
means there must aways be a proper exchange of
something for something. He never deas with
something for nothing. Gambling, stealing,
premarital and extramarital sex, schemes, conniving,
borrowing, unjust welfare, begging, and such like,
al have their roots in the lie of something for
nothing.

Grace be to you,



The Grace Trap

by Vince Finnegan

ccording to 21John
2:3-8, by keeping God's com-
mandments, we can come to
know Him. One of the great
deceptions confronting the
Church is that we can know
God, yet continualy disobey
His commandments. The first
lesson of the Bible reveds the
devastating consequences of
disobedience and how it ruins
relationship with God. All
mankind has suffered because
of Adam and Eve's disobedi-
ence. The last lesson of the
Bible which is recorded in
Revelation 22:6-16 states the
same. Disobedience has aways
been and continues to be a
grave stumbling block for those
who desire to walk with God.

Jesus taught on this subject
very often with none being
more piercing and convicting
than what he stated in Matthew
7:21-23:

“Not everyone who
says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord, will enter the

kingdom of heaven, but
he who does the will of
My Father who is in
heaven will enter.
Many will say to me on
that day, ‘Lord, Lord,
did we not prophesy in
your name, and in your
name cast out demons,
and in your name
perform many
miracles? And then |

will declare to them, ‘I
never knew you; depart
from me, you who
practice lawlessness.”

This vivid mind picture of what
will happen on judgment day
for those who do not obey is
often dismissed by Christians
as not relevant to them because
they think - “We are saved by
grace.” The implication is that
once they are saved, they are
aways saved regardless of
behavior. Paul states it
succinctly in Romans 6:23 —
“the wages of sin is death.”
Yet, many Christians believe
the blood of Jesus has
exempted them from the
consequence of sin.

Somehow, a wrong
understanding about grace has
permeated many professing
Chrigians? Let me explain.
Two primary and essential
principles for worshipping God
are: 1) fidelity to YAHWEH as
the one true God and 2)
obedience to His
commandments. These two
have been watered down, if not
completely discarded, because
we believe that we are saved by
grace and not works. We have
wrongly concluded that
because we are under grace,
fidelity and obedience are less
important to the New
Testament believers than they
were to Isragel, who was under
the Law. Was this the message
that Jesus preached? Did the
apostles of Christ teach these
things? If we honestly evaluate
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the Scriptures, we will see that
their teaching required more of
the believers, not less.

Yet, because of grace, many
Chrigtians expect God to heal,
forgive, and bless them and
often in spite of willful,
continual disobedience.
Disobedienceis sin, and sin has
consequences. We are blinded
to the severe consequences of
our sin because we fail to see
the connection between the
negatives in our lives and the
failure to maintain fidelity and
obedience. We have this
ignorance because we have not
considered the Old Testament
as a viable foundation to the
New. In the Old, God states
planly and repeatedly the
connection between sin and
consequences. We also
misunderstand the tension
written about in the Church
Epistles regarding the Law and
grace. The Jews wrongly
believed that adherence to the
Law was necessary to be saved.
However, the Law was never
designed to provide salvation,
righteousness, justification, and
eternd life.

Romans 3:19 and 20

Now we know that
whatever the Law says,
it speaks to those who
are under the Law, so
that every mouth may
be closed and al the
world may become
accountable to God;

(Continued on page 5)
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because by the works

of the Law no flesh
will be justified in His
sight; for through the
Law comes the
knowledge of sin.

The Law shuts everyone's
mouth because it proves we
are al guilty under sin. No
one can be justified by it, and
the knowledge of sin is
revealed therein. The book of
Romans goes on to establish
that only through the sacrifice
of Christ can we be saved.
Galatians 3:24 tells us the
Law also served as a
schoolmaster until  Christ,
which means that it teaches us
and holds us in until Christ.
Romans 7:7 plainly affirms
that the Law makes known
sin. In the New Testament, for
example, we are told
frequently that fornication is
wrong but are never given a
description of what exactly it
is or the consequences of the
sin. The detailed description is
provided in the Old
Testament, and the
consequences are also
explained as is true of many
other sins. The Law made sin
known and therefore also
taught many of the right
things mankind isto do. Sinis
disobedience, so the correct
way must also be made
known. It does not just say do
not do this, do not do that, but
it also says here is the right
thing to do.

Much from the Old has
changed with the New such
as the tabernacle and temple
service, the animal sacrifices,
the feasts, the laws governing
Israel as a nation, and the
many things Jesus and his
apostles changed. What has
not changed is the heart of the
Law and the principles that
have aways governed life,
things like loving YAHWEH,
worshipping Him alone,
obeying His commandments,
love of our fellow man,
justice, generosity,
compassion, and so on. The
book of Deuteronomy
contains many principles of
unchanging truth that have
aways been applicable and
still are. Consider the
following.

Deuteronomy 4:39-40

"Know therefore
today, and take it to
your heart, that the
LORD, He is God in
heaven above and on
the earth below; there
is no other.

"So you shall keep
His statutes and His
commandments
which | am giving
you today, that it may
go well with you and
with your children
after you, and that
you may live long on
the land which the
LORD your God is
giving you for al
time."

Y ahweh remains the God of
heaven and earth, and still
there is no other. He deserves
our complete devotion. The
specific commandments may
have changed, but the
standard of obedience has not.
Y ahweh still blesses obedient
ones with wellness and long
life for them and their
children.

Deuteronomy 6:1-5

Now this is the
commandment, the
statutes and the
judgments which the
LORD your God has
commanded me to
teach you, that you
might do them in the
land where you are
going over to possess
it,

so that you and your
son and your grandson
might fear the LORD
your God, to keep al
His statutes and His
commandments which
| command you, al the
days of your life, and
that your days may be
prolonged.

"O lsrael, you should
listen and be careful to
do it, that it maybe
well with you and that
you may multiply

greatly, just as the
LORD, the God of
your fathers, has

promised you, in aland
flowing with milk and
honey.

(Continued on page 12)



Atonement and Kingdom

In sus’ Ministry

by John Obelenus

After looking at how we can un-
derstand Jesus' teaching ministry,
we can turn towards the cross.
Nevertheless, we have to make
some course corrections. One of
the biggest inconsistencies that
Christian theology and practice
have made is the separation of Je-
sus ministry proper (his time in
Galilee and Judea) from his cruci-
fixion. | suggest that these two are
in fact one and the same. Jesus
motivations never changed; his
goal never changed. Jesus minis-
terial goal is the same as God's in
creation an earth full of perfected
people.

When Jesus encountered sickness,
disease, and demonic presences, he
defeated them with God's power in
order that restoration might be had.
It certainly was and is aministry of
reconciliation, one that we now
share in aswell. Thisis Jesus idea
of atonement: restoration to God's
original plan. Contemporary gospel
preaching singles this down to one
foca point about forgiveness of
sins. In away, such an approachis
sad, because it truly misses out on
the wholeness, the universal goa
of God, by focusing on one spe-
cific individua, though its claims
are generdly true. We must re-
member that God's salvation is not
only of individual humans, but of
humanity as a single whole, and of
God's creation which also groans
for His intervention. This idea of
atonement is seen specifically in
the four Gospels in two ways: sub-
stitution and ransom.

In Matthew chapter eight, Jesus
heals the centurion's servant, Pe-
ter's mother, and then a group of
sick and/or possessed people. To
explain what is happening, Mat-
thew quotes Isaiah 53:4.

Matthew 8:17

This was to fulfill what
was spoken through Isaiah
the prophet: "HE HIM-
SELF TOOK OUR INFIR-
MITIES AND CARRIED
AWAY OUR DIS-
EASES."

Of course, Jesus death has always
been reflected upon in the ser-
vant’s song in Isaiah 53. Yet, here
we have an understanding of heal-
ings and exorcism found in Mat-
thew. Jesus actions of healing and
crucifixion are linked, however
strange we might find that. Mat-
thew seems to tell us that Jesus, in
healing, took away infirmities and
disease himself. That is a form of
substitution. We see this also in
reference to Zaccheus in Luke 19.
Zaccheus, a sinner, comes to Jesus.
Jesus declares that he is now a son
of Abraham. Jesus says that
"salvation has come to this
[Zaccheus] house." To be called a
son of Abraham means one is in
God's covenant, returned from |s-
ragl's exile caused by sin, a part of
faithful Israel, saved, forgiven.
Mark gives us another helpful
point.

Mark 10:45

For even the Son of Man
did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give

His life a ransom for
many.

Thisis a summation of both Jesus
ministry and his crucifixion. We
must understand each in light of
the other. We cannot apply this
passage of ransom to his death
alone nor to his ministry alone. It
belongs to both. Jesus gave hislife
during his ministry to dl the peo-
ple with whom he came into con-
tact. He refused no one to come to
him. He served all. His life, well
before his death, was a ransom for-
many. He offered his full service
up to God, to do God's will, and
performed atonement, reconcilia-
tion, and restoration. His death
was the climax of this giving of his
whole life. Also, his degth is the
beginning of new creation, as heis
the firstborn from the grave. The
Kingdom of God comes when
God's new creation is completed
on the earth. Now, we experience
a new creation as a result of con-
version and salvation. This
unleashes us from the shackles of
sin. However, we are not fully
transformed until the resurrection.
We are empowered by conversion,
salvation, and God's holy spirit to
be examples of God's restoration
that we still wait for. Now we do it
in part, while we wait for the com-
pletion which includes not just us,
but the whole world. It is a mirror
of God's mission to the world and
why Jesus ultimately died.

Yes, Jesus did die for your per-
sona sin. Yet, more so, he died
for God's plan to take effect. He
didn't do that on some theoretical

(Continued on page 7)



(Continued from page 6)

or legal level only. Yes, his
death makes us right in the eyes
of God, but it does so much
more. It does not leave us un-
changed. We have to look at the
community of Jesus' disciples to
see just what in fact happened.
Just as Jesus impacted one per-
son in healing, he has done for
al people through the cross and
resurrection.

| believe this idea is why Jesus
said in the last supper, you will
do greater things because we
will al have an equa share in
God's restoration plan. We each
have a part to do. Instead of there
being one Jesus in Galilee and
Judea to be seen, there are many
Jesus walking around being the
examples of God's coming King-
dom through atonement. We
have to perform atonement as
well. Jesus experienced in life,
in reality, what he wanted to im-
part on everyone else and that is
a perfect peace in covenant with
God. We have to do the same.
Only by obtaining and perfecting
that peace will we see its true
value and want to share it with
others. Additionally, sharing it
with others will look like Jesus.
It is intensely personal, intimate,
and life-changing. Jesus givesus
a well-known parable about how
we are to treat othersin Matthew
25. We are to give what we
have, our form of substitution, to
be responsible stewards of the
gifts God has given to us. To
whom much is given, of him
much is required, and to him
who has, more will be given.
This is the community to which

God has cdled us. We are a
community which is given God's
spirit, so that we may all be like
Jesus and do his work. We are
to be the lights to the world, the
true Isragl. We are to do what
Isragl could not do.

We were originally created in the
image of God, which isto reflect
God into the world. We féll.
We ceased to reflect God and
reflected only ourselves. The
Kingdom, the coming age, is
when everything in creation will
be restored to reflect God once
again. However, Jesus came
onto the scene and gave the
world a sneak preview of what
the coming age would be like.
He brought the "powers of the
next age" into this one in the
form of exorcisms, healing, res-
toration to the community, and
liberation from sin. All who ac-
cepted Jesus statements and
status as God's true messenger
experienced the power of the
next age in their lives. Through
the substitution atonement found
in the cross, many who have
never met Jesus have experi-
enced that same power, that
same healing, that same restora-
tion to community, and that same
liberation from sin. The atone-
ment restores, to a degree, our
position as images of God in this
world, that we may reflect God
back into the world.

This is what Jesus' is chiefly do-
ing on the cross for the Kingdom
plan. He is going to create a
people from all over the world
who experience freedom from
sin, salvation, God's grace, and
love. Heis going to change and
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empower those people through
God's spirit so that they can go
and do the same. Therefore, this
new community can be God's
example to the world about the
Kingdom. That is what "being
Church" is. It is the sdf-
sacrificial example of Jesus on
the cross for others. It is ex-
pounding justice, love, forgive-
ness, and mercy so that al may
see and experience God and
what God has in store for the
whole world.

Of course, | have to point out
what lies in store for those who
do not partake in this atonement
that God and Jesus have gra-
cioudy offered. Without atone-
ment, we are lost in this present
evil world. We don't know our
true purpose. Our purpose has
become ourselves and no one
else, least of dl God and His
Kingdom. We experience no
liberation from sin. We experi-
ence bondage and situations we
wish we could change but just
cant. Ultimately, when God's
restoration plan of the Kingdom
comes, whoever has not experi-
enced atonement in this life will
not experience the Kingdom.
Being justified now by faith in
Jesusis al about the future judg-
ment of "innocent by the blood
of Jesus' being transferred to the
present time in anticipation and
hope. If you are not justified
now, you will not be justified
when the Kingdom comes.

Today isthe day of salvation, the
day to experience God's offer of
atonement that creates in us a
miracle.



Purpose of Reproof

by Mary Ann Yaconis

Proverbs 26:3

A whip isfor the

horse, a bridle for

the donkey, and a

rod for the back of
fools

This appears to be a harsh verse
and doesn't sound nice. Why
such treatment? The following
verse tells uswhy.

Psalms 32:9

Do not be as the horse or
as the mule which have
not wunderstanding.
Whose trappings include
bit and bridle to hold
them in check, otherwise
they will not come near
to you.

The bit and bridle are used to
control the horse or mule which
do not have understanding, so
that they will obey their master.
Thankfully, we as humans do not
become trained or “broken” by
being saddled up, having a bit
placed into our mouths, and then
ridden until, exhausted, we
collapse into submission. Some
children are treated much the
same way with harsh treatment
until they “break” into
submission, and others are not
given any bridle or bit to guide
them at al.

There is a balance. If children
are not allowed to learn the sting
of reproof and respond with
repentance, then they are as
unbridled mules that run amok.

Sometimes horses’ mouths
become hardened to the bridle,
and they do not obey their rider.
They basically are usdess then
and put out to pasture or sent to
the dreaded glue factory.
Children’s hearts can become
hardened by the world and sin
and learn to ignore the pain of
reproof. This disregard fosters
disobedience which actualizes
out to alife now without God and
Jesus Christ and possible future
sentence to the fires of Gehenna.

The bridle, with its bit that sitsin
the tender places of the horse's
mouth, is used by the rider to
communicate such things as
where the rider wants to go
(which is not necessarily where
the horse may want to go).
Anyone who has been to a dude
ranch and ridden a trail horse
knows that the horse is done with
your stupid ride and wants to go
back to the barn for oats...NOW.

The problem the dude riders have
is that many do not want to pull
on the reins that put pressure on
the bit in the animal’s mouth
because it causes discomfort to
the horse. But then, like me, you
are stuck with the horse eating
the leaves off a honeysuckle bush
while the rest of the group is
enjoying a nice walk down the
mountainside into the valley. So,

what does this have to do with
parenting children and the Word?
Plenty.

There is a common practice in
today’s American culture that
children are to be coddled,
protected against anything that
might cause a frown, given the
best of the best as they cruise
down the streets in their strollers
or SUV’s with drink holders,
DVD systems, snack holders,
visors to shade the sun, and with
adjustable seats to accommodate
what mood we are in at the time,
resting or observing. Children
are not to “feed bad” This
sounds quite silly, but the point is
this...

Absolutely, children are to be
well cared for, spiritually,
physically, mentally, and
emotionally. To accomplish this,
children need to feel the reproof
of their offense. It is NOT a
feeling of pain from beating or
slapping; it is from the pain of
causing a breach in relationship
with mom and dad. It is NOT
feeling unloved by the parents; it
is feding that pain of sinning
against another and remorse that
follows because of love for one
another. Then, repentance can
take place and correction
received.

What happens as adults when
reproof is not “felt” is that they
continue to do the same things
over and over that are sin patterns

(Continued on page 9)
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until the sin causes such horrific
pain and they are finaly so sick
of it that they begin to change.
Then, when things are somewhat
better or at least manageable,
they return to the sin until the
pain is horrific again. This pain
is not because someone else is
hurt or that God is being sinned
against, it is because the
individual is tired of the pain.
These breaches in relationships
with others and certainly with
God do not communicate as
hurtful to self or to others, and
love for others is definitely not
present.

Reproof stings the heart. Have
you ever felt the pain of a
transgression to the point that
you did or could fall to your
knees? When God reproves us,
we should go to our knees in
prayer for our sinful ways and
repent. How can we teach our
children something most of us
really do not experience? Many
believers do not like the Old
Testament records because God
sounds so harsh when He sends
plagues, serpents, hornets, or
alows lIsrael to be in captivity.
God pleads and pleads with
Israel to love Him and do His
commandments. When they do
not, He continues to reprove
them until the consequences are
on their heads because of their
disobedience. Their insensitivity
to His Words (caled more
plainly as stiff- necked) and lack
of love for Him were at the root
of their sin.

School-aged children need to
learn that when they do
something that is contrary to the
Word of God, like disobey their

parents (who are IN THE
LORD), that the bridle of the
Word of God stings them back
into righteous living. The
Words of God are not little
platitudes or nice sayings. God
says, “Lie not.” This sin is full
of consequences far beyond
what that little “white lie” was
that was told. Heart-wrenching
remorse for having willfully lied
and reaping the consequences of
broken trust remind us the next
time that temptation comesto lie
that causing this sin against God
and those we love is not worth
the sin. Unless we as parents
understand how the Word of
God reproves us, we are not able
to give that understanding to our
children. Our sin should make
us sick at heart so much that
repentance is an easy thing.
Correction then becomes
welcomed with a heart that is
broken and ready to receive
God’'s forgiveness. This
model ed behavior speaks loudly.

Please do understand that this
reproof for children is not to be
verbal or physical abuse. Should
parents show children what
remorse for sin looks like?
Instead of anger, should parents
respond with deep, loving
concern for a change of heart?
Yes.

James 3:2
For we al stumble in
many ways. If anyone

does not stumble in what
he says, he is a perfect
man, able to bridle the
whole body aswell.

This verse is in the context of
those who teach the Word, and it
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also has significance here.
Someone who is able to bridle
the whole body will not stumble.
Those who are senstive to
God's Word and holy spirit
respond with barely a light tug
and follow lovingly. Teaching
our children to respond to
sensitive touch and the calm and
loving words of their parents
will ultimately bring them to be
sensitive to God's still voice.
Teach them to welcome reproof,
as badly as it may hurt at times,
because the pain heals and the
experience brings them closer to
God.

Prayer for our children's hearts
to be fertile soil for the seeds of
the Word to be implanted and
grow heartily is a place to start.
Guarding children from cruelty
and hypocrisy and being
spiritualy protective for them
while they are so young and
tender provide the environment
for spiritual growth.

Psalms 32:9

Do not be as the horse or
as the mule which have
not understanding.
Whose trapping include
bit and bridle to hold
them in check, otherwise
they will not come near
to you.

The purpose of reproof? Just
like a horse that has been
“broken” to be sensitive and
respond to the bit and bridle, we
are to allow the Word to reprove
us and our children, so that we
al are able to draw near unto
God.



|s ksus God, a Liar, or a Madman?

by Sean Finnegan

ometimes questions
by their very nature can contain
assumptions. For example, if
someone asked, “Have you
stopped beating your dog yet?’
how would one answer this
question?  Either way the
gquestion is answered, the
assumption is that the person is
guilty of the action. This form
of questioning can be tricky
when the assumption of the
questioner is not easily
detectable. For example,
consider this excerpt from the
famous British Christian
author, C. S. Lewis:

“l am trying here to
prevent anyone saying
the redly foolish thing
that people often say
about Him: 'I'm ready
to accept Jesus as a
great moral teacher,
but I don't accept His
claim to be God." That
is the one thing we
must not say. A man
who was merely a man
and said the sort of
things Jesus said would
not be a great moral
teacher. He would
either be alunatic on
the level with the man
who says he is a
poached egg or else
he would be the Devil
of Hel. You must
make your choice.
Either this man was,
and is, the Son of God:
or else a madman or
something worse. You

can shut Him up for a
fool, you can spit at
Him and kill Him as a
demon; or you can fall
a His feet and cal
Him Lord and God.
But let us not come
with any patronizing
nonsense about His
being a great human
teacher. He has not left
that open to us. He did
not intend to.”*

When | read this paragraph, |
had two contrary emotions rush
through my mind. On the one
hand, | was delighted to see his
argument against taking Jesus
to be a nice mora person,
because anyone who has read
the Gospels knows

through the use of aflow chart.
At the top is the statement,
“Jesus clams to be God”
followed by the title, “two
aternatives.” Either his claims
were false, and he was lying or
sincerely deluded; OR his
clamsaretrue, and he is God.

that Jesus was
extremely  contro-
versid in his own
time and required
either absolute
commitment (to the
point of death) from
his followers or else
they would end up
with the same fate as
the rest of the world.

At the same time that
I was feeling
appreciation for the anti-
patronizing sentiment in this
paragraph, | was also aarmed
to see that | only had three
categoriesin which to put Jesus
of Nazareth: (1) God, (2) aliar,
or (3) amadman.

This same strategy of arguing
for Jesus' divinity is still being
used by many Christians today.
Josh McDowell in his chapter
“Significance of Deity: The
Trilemma—Lord, Liar, or
Lunatic?’? narrows the options
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Lee Strobel, another extremely
popular author, said it thisway,
“The cross either unmasked
him as a pretender or opened
the door to a supernatura
resurrection that has
irrevocably affirmed his
divinity.”®  This line of
argumentation limits us to
believing that Jesus was God
(by virtue of his miracles,
forgiving sins, his resurrection,
his claims, etc.) or that he was
a malevolent imposter. Yet, is

(Continued on page 11)




(Continued from page 10)

this how the Scripture
speaks? Are these the
answers the disciples gave
Jesus when he asked them
who people thought he was?
Did they respond, “ Some say
you are a lunatic, others say
you are just a con man, but
some think you are God—the
second person of the holy
Trinity?" No! Of course not!
This is how they responded
when Jesus asked them who
he was:

Matthew 16:14-16
“And they said,
"Some say John the
Baptist; and others,
Elijah; but still
others, Jeremiah, or
one of the prophets.”
He said to them,
"But who do you say
that | am?' Simon
Peter answered,
"You are the Chrigt,
the Son of the living
God.""

Where is the category “ God”
or “God the Son” in this
confession? Even with all of
his miracles and authoritative
statements, no one thought
Jesus was anything other
than a genuine human being
on the order of John the
Baptist, Elijah, and Jeremiah.
Simon’s confession is that
Jesus is the human Messiah,
the long awaited Davidic
ruler, the Son of God. “Son
of God’ does not imply
deity; it is a title conferred
upon the Davidic king (2
Sam. 7:14; Ps. 2.7). Even

Trinitarian scholars know
that Son of God has nothing
to do with being God. John
Howard Y oder writes,

“*Son of God' cannot
very well in Aramaic
have pointed to the
ontological co-
essentiality* of the
Son with the
Father...The ‘Son of
God' in Psalm 2.7 is
the King; 4al the
options laid before
Jesus [in his
temptation in the
wilderness] by the
tempter [Satan] are
ways of being
king...the title is
meant messianically
and n ot
metaphysically...
Luke 22:76-23:31
equates ‘Messiah’
and ‘Son of God
with ‘King of the
Jews.’ All  three
tittes in standard
usage referred not to
incarnate deity but to
a divinely mandated
roya man.”®

S0, Jesusis not God as aman
but a God empowered man
who was anointed to be the
King of the Jews—the
Messiah. Furthermore, in the
case of Jesus, there is a dual
meaning to the title “Son of
God” because God had
begotten him in the womb of
his mother viathe holy spirit.
Lukeisexplicit:

Luke 1:35
“The angel answered
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and said to her, ‘The
Holy Spirit  will
come upon you, and
the power of the
Most High will
overshadow you;
and for that reason
the holy child shall
be called the Son of
God.””

Jesus is the Son of God
precisely because of the
miracle in the womb of his
mother—because God begat
him. To assert that “Son of
God” equals “God the Son”
is anachronistically to read
later theology into the
historical accounts.
Nevertheless, very famous
Chrigtian radio preachers like
Chuck Swindoll, chancellor
of Dallas Theological
Seminary, continue to assert
that “Son of God’ equals
“God.” Consider this excerpt
from his book, Jesus:

“No one dared call
himself a son of
God, or he would be
guilty of blasphemy.
Only someone
having God's divine
qualities and
powers, and
possessing God's
ruling authority,
could cal himself
“the Son of God.”
And for Peter to give
Jesus this title meant
that Jesus was a
worthy  object of
worship, just like the
God faithful Jews
had worshiped in the

temple for centuries.
(Continued on page 13)
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"Hear, O Israel! The
LORD is our God, the
LORD isone!

"You shal love the
LORD your God with all
your heart and with all
your soul and with all
your might.

Should we conclude that fidelity
and obedience to Yahweh are
less sufficient and effective
today? The things that Jesus
taught indicate more is required
today, not less. Again, many of
the specific commandments have
been changed, but there are till
commandments which require
obedience if we want to please
God and receive His blessings.
To expect the blessing of God to
abound in our lives because we
“live under grace” when we are
idolatrous (covetousness is
idolatry) or habitually sinning is
foolish. If God blessed us when
we are disobedient, then
lawlessness would rule, and
anarchy would ensue.

Most Christians seem to believe
that the blood of Jesus cleanses
us from al sin. Some believe
that this cleansing is the result of
a one time confesson of the
Lordship of Christ. These
thoughts are associated with the
once saved, aways saved
doctrine; however, the very verse
the maority quotes about the
cleansing blood of Jesus teaches
the opposite. The cleansing is
based on a condition and that is
on walking in the light. If we are
not walking, the blood does not

automatically cleanse us!

1John 1.7

If we walk in the Light
as He Himsdlf is in the
Light, we have
fellowship with one
another, and the blood of
Jesus His Son cleanses
us fromall sin.

The wrong understanding
about grace has encouraged
professing Christians to a
have a lackadaisical attitude
about the paramount
principles of fidelity and
obedience.

Deuteronomy outlines the

blessings for those who obey

and the curses for those who

do not. All the blessings and

curses relate primarily to life
now. Jesus and his apostles
seldom talked about today but
rather focused on the coming
Kingdom. They were not
changing what was stated
previoudly, rather adding unto it.
Read Deuteronomy 27 and 28 to
see the specific blessings and
curses. | think you will be
amazed at how you can see these
thingsin our own lives and in the
lives of those whom you know.

Deuteronomy 26:16-19

This day the LORD your
God commands you to
do these dsatutes and
ordinances. You shall
therefore be careful to do
them with al your heart
and with al your soul.
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One of

the great
deceptions
confronting the
Church is that
we can

know God,

yet continually
disobey His

commandments.

"You have today
declared the LORD to be
your God, and that you
would walk in His ways
and keep His statutes,
His commandments and
His ordinances, and
listen to His voice.

"The LORD has today
declared you to be His
people, a treasured
possession, as He
promised you, and that
you should keep all His
commandments,

and that He will set you
high above all nations
which He has made, for
praise, fame, and honor;
and that you shall be a
consecrated people to the
LORD your God, as He
has spoken.”



(Continued from page 11)

Jesus didn't object.
He praised
Peter...Yes! You've
got it! This is a
supernatural insight
you have received
from heaven. | am
in fact deity. Who'is
this man? If we are
to believe the man
himself, He s
God.”®

Incredible!  Peter was not
confessing that Jesus was the
Messiah and God! He was
confessing that Jesus was the
Messiah, the Son of God.
Perhaps Dr. Swindoll has
overlooked the fact that
Adam was called the son of
God (Luke 3:38)? Or
perhaps he has not noticed
several texts in which the
tittes “Christ” and “Son of
God” are used
interchangeably?  Consider
the following instances:

because they knew
Him to be the
Chrig .”

John 1:49
“Nathanael
answered Him,
‘Rabbi, You are the
Son of God; You
are the King of
lgad.””

John 11:27

“She said to Him,
‘Yes, Lord; | have
believed that You
are the Chrig, the
Son of God, even
He who comes into
theworld.””

John 20:31

“But these have
been written so that
you may believe that
Jesus is the Chrig ,
the Son of God ; and
that believing you
may have life in His
name.”

Matthew 26:63

“But Jesus kept
silent. And the high
priest said to Him, ‘I
adjure You by the
living God, that You
tell us whether You
are the Chrig, the
Son of God "

Luke 4:41

“Demons also were
coming out of many,
shouting, "You are
the Son of God !"
But rebuking them,
He would not allow
them to speak,

Jesus is the Son of God, the
Chrigt, the King of Israel, the
one destined to rule on the
throne of David (Luke 1:31-
33), but these titles do not
imply deity; rather, they
imply that God has anointed
his man to be King, and not
just over Israel, but over the
whole world in the coming
Kingdom of God. So, the
next time someone says, “Is
Jesus God, a liar, or a
madman?’ we can simply
reply, “You are forgetting
something, sir. What about
the biblical idea that Jesus is
the human Messiah, the
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second Adam, the Son of
God destined to rule the
world as God's agent of
reconciliation, justice, and
peace?”” We need to be
people of the book, those
who ground our
understanding of Christ in
Scripture rather than what
popular books, radio shows,
or TV showsteach. Theonly
way to find truth about Jesus
is to search the Scriptures
fearlesdy, relentlessly, and

prayerfully.

IC.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity,
(San Francisco:
HarperSanFrancisco, 2001), p.
52.

2Josh McDowell, The New
Evidence that Demands a
Verdict, (Nashville: Thomas
Nelson, 1999), p. 158.

3__ee Strobel, The Case for the
Real Jesus, (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2007), p. 105.

“Ontological  coessentiality is
the standard Trinitarian idea that
Jesus is not the Father but one
who fully shares the same
substance or being as the Father
and the Holy Spirit.

>John Howard Y oder, The
Politics of Jesus, (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994), pp.
24-25.

6 Charles R. Swindoll, Jesus:
The Greatest Life of All,
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 2008), p. 12.



Famly C anmp 2008

amily Camp was again an
excellent time of refreshing and
learning, as campers enjoyed fel-
lowshipping around God’s Word at
Silver Bay on Lake George. This
year's theme for Family Camp was
In His Steps. The teachings for the
week came from the book of 1John,
and participants learned how to
walk as he walked.

1 John 2:6

The one who says he
abides in him ought him-
self to walk in the same
manner as he walked.

Campers enjoyed all of the usua
camp activities such as Morning
Prayer, Devotion with Motion, Ex-
pressive Hearts, Power Fellow-
ships, and Evening Sing. They also
enjoyed the variety of recreational
activities available at Silver Bay
and relaxed in the beauty of Lake
George. This year, everyone
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dressed in biblical costumes and
had a wonderful time a a unique
Messianic banquet, featuring au-
thentic Israeli cuisine. That eve-
ning, a special performance on the
walk of Christ was given. Thiswas
followed by coffee and dessert.

Arrangements have aready been
made for 2009. Next year’s Family
Camp will be the week of June 28"
through July 4™. Start saving now,
and make plans to be a part of this
great event!



See You Next Y ear!
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